
 
 
 
 
 
October 30, 2019 
  
 
 
Andrea Palm, Secretary-designee 
Wisconsin Department of Health Services 
1 W Wilson Street, Room 650 
Madison, WI 53707-7850 
 
 
Dear Secretary-designee Palm, 

It is my hope that this letter finds you well. I write to you today to discuss a most somber topic 

– efforts by our state to prevent needless, tragic deaths by suicide. 

As I am sure you are aware, earlier this session, the state Assembly began a broad conversation 

on the topic by creating a bipartisan Speaker’s Task Force on Suicide Prevention. After spending 

weeks traveling the state, soliciting feedback from experts and discussing our state’s current 

approach to suicide prevention, the group issued an interim report on September 25, 2019 that 

outlined a number of policy recommendations to strengthen Wisconsin’s suicide prevention 

efforts. 

In their report, the Task Force requested that the legislature’s Joint Committee on Finance (JFC) 

expediently release funding secured in the WISCONSIN Budget to supplement work being done 

by the Center for Suicide Awareness. During their meeting on October 2, 2019, the JFC voted to 

release these funds – as had been requested by your administration – and today, those dollars 

now reside within an appropriation under your department’s purview. 

Recently it has come to my attention that after discussions with personnel within your 

department, the leadership of the Center for Suicide Awareness has been informed that this 

money will not be made available to their group for months. A delay of that magnitude is simply 

unacceptable. 

As your agency has recently committed, we must provide new ways to expand access to 

behavioral health services. With the resources the Legislature has now provided, the Center for 

https://legis.wisconsin.gov/2019/committees/assembly/suicideprevention/media/1176/interimreport.pdf
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p02478.pdf


Suicide Awareness provides exactly that – an innovate mode of helping to prevent tragic 

suicides. But access to this critical program needs to take place now – not months down the 

road. 

This week, a number of our Assembly committees will be completing work on the 

recommendations made by the Speaker’s Task Force. Consequently, I expect to schedule floor 

votes in the days to come on a number of these proposals to ensure suicide prevention efforts 

receive the prompt attention it deserves. 

That said, it is beyond frustrating to learn that despite numerous calls from the governor and 

several of my democrat colleagues in the legislature to release funds to the Center, 

bureaucratic roadblocks within the administration are now preventing these dollars from being 

used as they were intended. 

Instead of saving lives, I fear that without your strong commitment to resolving the situation at 

hand, Wisconsinites suffering from mental illness will needlessly go without access to these 

vital services. I look forward to your prompt response and hope that this issue can be resolved 

in an expedient fashion. 

Sincerely, 

 

Jim Steineke 

Majority Leader – Wisconsin State Assembly 

State Representative 

5th Assembly District 

 

Cc: Governor Tony Evers, State of Wisconsin 

State Representative Joan Ballweg, Chair, Speaker’s Task Force on Suicide Prevention 

State Representative John Nygren, Co-chair, Joint Finance Committee 

State Senator Alberta Darling, Co-chair, Joint Finance Committee 

Barbara Bigalke, Executive Director, Center for Suicide Awareness 

 

https://twitter.com/GovEvers/status/1174016803070038016?s=20
http://legis.wisconsin.gov/assembly/05/steineke/media/1579/intheirownwords.pdf

